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Welcome to Rev. Helena Harbottle! Helena was born
and bred in Swallownest near Sheffield. After leaving school she
trained as a nurse at the Sheffield Children s Hospital and after
a few years unemployment went to Cliff College for a year. From
there Helena went to the South Craven Circuit as a lay worker
before returning home from where she candidated for the
Ministry. Helena wanted to train at Birmingham but ended up in
Wesley College Bristol, where she met and then married Arthur
(who had wanted to go to Manchester). After leaving college
Helena went to the Bradford West Circuit, followed by Skipton
and Grassington, and then Doncaster.

Helena has two teenage children, one dog and nine
tropical fish — the rabbit died two weeks ago (if anyone is
interested in some sawdust, hay, a bag of unopened food, a carry basket or an indoor
cage please give Helena a ring) Helena ’s hobbies include knitting, walking through
woods and along the sea shore, reading thrillers and detective novels and curling up
on the settee with a hot chocolate and a Country Living magazine.

Helena is caring for Eastbourne, Bondgate and Pierremont Methodist churches.
We wish her all the best in her ministry here in Darlington.

is, at least, a place and time where we gather together to hear the words of
Jesus, to celebrate his love, to be challenged to live out his grace and peace in
the world, and to do all of this in a way that resonates with our daily lives.

It was therefore a great delight at the last circuit meeting to have an item
of business brought by some of the young adults (broadly 20s-40s) and families
in our circuit, proposing that there might be a monthly gathering that would
bring them together for these very reasons, in a way that would resonate with
their lives more than the usual routine of our church services. The circuit
meeting agreed enthusiastically to the proposal, and plans are now underway to
start this monthly church in January 2012.

It will run on the second Sunday of the month from 9am-10.30am, in the
Memorial Hall at Bondgate, thanks to the kind and generous hospitality of the
Bondgate Church Council. The format will evolve over time as the community
grows, but will include a shared breakfast (food is always good!), contemporary
style worship, tailored tracks for children and young people, and
brain-stretching, soul-nourishing teaching and discussion for adults. All-in-all, we
hope it will be a wonderful expression of the church Jesus calls us to be, which
will equip us to continue to be effective disciples in our local contexts.

The first gathering is on 15th January (confusingly not the second Sunday
of the month, but allowance was made for New Year’s Day!), and subsequent
dates are 12th February and 11th March.

Currently, the organising team consists of Graham and Ruth Bright, Ben
and Jenny Connor, Mark McKnight and Andrew and Rebekah Stobart. Please do

ntact us if you’d like to signal your interest or find out more. We'd be
ighted to hear from you, and to see you for church on 15th January at 9am! - DISCOVER AND USE
OUR GIFTS

ARE YOU FREE ON MONDAY NIGHTS? Volunteers are required to help run a social club
called MAX for people with learning difficulties at Bondgate on Monday nights. They are a
great bunch of folk and fun to be with. Next year we are planning to launch Prospects which
is an outreach to help them understand the Bible. It's important that Max continues partly
because the members really enjoy it , but also because we are hoping that the people who
come to Max will come to Prospects too. You do not need to have any experience of learning
difficulties - all you need is a friendly face and the willingness to serve. If you are interested
or would like more details, please contact Margaret McElheran on (01325) 749897 or
mcelheran@googlemail.com

New Style of Worship Service:| wonder what your definition of ’church’ﬂ

holinessrisk
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- MAKE DISCIPLES OF
JESUS CHRIST
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- FACE THE FUTURE
WITH REALISM AND FAITH
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Christmas is coming ... it’s time to Take a Minute! Diary Dates

As Christians our preparation for Christmas isn’t just about DECEMBER

shopping and cards, trees and decorations, our preparation is Sat.3¢  815am Prayer Breakfast — Eastoourne
Tues.6t"  6pm Local Preachers & Worship Leaders

centered on the celebration of God sending his Son into the . .

1d. ) Christ . t hi le to show them th Meeting - Harrowgate Hill
world, Jesus Lhrist coming amongst his peopie to show them the § vy 70 730 pm  Biblefresh: Richard Briggs - Revelation
way. Christ’s coming wasn’t neat and tidy, clean and organ- Venue - TBA
ised; he came through an unexpected pregnancy, to a teenage Thurs. 151 3 pm Service of Thanksgiving for Gainford
mother in a smelly stable far from home. Congregation - Gaiqford ’

This years District Advent Resource, which everyone in [j Tues: 20" 7.30 pm  Churches Together in Darlington
the Circuit will receive a copy of, is called ‘Take a Minute’ and is Car,o' $emce - Ha(rowgate il
desiened hel k . hd hink ab Sat. 24 4 pm Christingle - Elm Ridge
esigned to help us to take a minute each day to think about 4 pm Christingle - Cockerton

those who are struggling to prepare for Christmas this year. It 5pm Family Service — Harrowgate Hil
takes different parts of the messy story of God coming amongst 11.15pm Communion Service — Harrowgate Hill
us and helps us to respond today as Christ would respond. Make 11.15pm Communion - Cockerton
i sure you look out for the leaflets in mid 11.30 pm 80"""”““{0”‘5"“ R(l)dge
TOK@ /4 November and for information in your JANUARY i150pm Communion - Noi Eowton
I\ ’Ii i I 'f Churches about advent study groups which o 7n — g15am Prayer Breakfast - Cockerton
% ﬂua i Q) will also focus on the ‘Take a Minute’ § FEBRUARY

. theme. |If you would like any further | Sat.4v  8.15am Prayer Breakfast - Bondgate

information / please look at http:// 9.30 am  Walk Through the Bible —.Bondgate
www.darlingtonmethodistdistrict.org.uk/ | Mon-6" 7.30 pm Local Preachers & Worship
in take-minute-advent-2011-resource Leaders Weeting = Eim Rigge
&G B - Mon. 20t 7.30 pm  Circuit Council Meeting
] 4 el O" contaFt David Goodall (01325 381972, § g\, 26th 9am  Passion for Worship - Breakfast followed
e rev@davidgoodall.co.uk). by...10am  Passion for Worship Service

Report from Synod: Saturday 10th September 2011: By Sandra Robson
Synod this year was hosted by the Darlington Circuit. It took place on Saturday 10th September and the venue was
Carmel School.

The number of church, Circuit and District representatives was in the region of 150. Our opening worship was led
by our Superintendent Gillian Houghton, ably assisted by our presbyters and circuit staff. The music was provided by Rev.
Andrew Stobart and youth worker Mark McKnight.

As part of the opening worship groups were asked to contribute on small sheets of coloured paper their experience
of the way God had worked in them and their churches over the past year and to put these ‘Rejoices’ on to a board
representing a stain glass window.

As the day continued the request also required thoughts of *Hopes’ for the future to be added to another window.
At the end of Synod, each Superintendent or minister was invited to take a set back to their own circuit or church to
show to their congregations the joy and hopes of their synod reps.

There then followed several reports. One from the District chair about District Development Plans - on-going works
for the next 3 years. The plan will have to be approved by Synod. An enjoyable report from the Circuit reps who attended
the Annual Conference.

There was also a vote for new reps. to Conference taken.

A report from outgoing District treasurer who has served in the position for the past 7 years. A small presentation
was made to him by the District Chair Ruth Gee.

One of our guest speakers, Doug Swanney, a member of the Connexional team who is head of the Discipleship
and ministries. Doug shared with us the Fruitful Field Project, an ongoing piece of work which is about helping to meet
the learning needs of a discipleship movement shaped for mission. He talked at some length about available training -
how important that training is in aiding circuits to move the kingdom forward.

After his very interesting and informative talk we broke for lunch. Our first speaker after lunch was Rev. C. Samuel
- Durham Study Centre. Who led us on a bible study from Colossians' 1 about the abundance of God - his love and gifts.

After the bible study we watched a DVD about “Are you being Called” - do we take time to find out what God has
planned for us or are we too busy being busy. We are all the people of God. Perhaps the Lord is calling you to a different
form of ministry. If we don't ask we will never know. Sometimes we fall into the assumption that all God’s work is solely
the responsibility of our ministers - we all have a commission - step out in faith!

Mark McKnight reported back to Synod about a Youth visit to Ireland, where all the young people engaged with
others in mission, and the visit helped them all to grow in faith. The hope is that next summer the group will be able to
visit Uganda, to help with a mission challenge there.

The Synod closed with worship, prayers and blessing led by Rev. Gillian Houghton. An enjoyable day of worship,
fellowship and conversation was had by all.
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